
 
A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  

THIS MONTH:  

¶ C A N - A - T H O N  2 0 1 0  

¶ F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

¶ T W I N  C I T I E S         

R E S T A U R A N T  W E E K  

¶ M E E T  T H E  N E W B I E S  

¶ P A S T  P R E S I D E N T  

M I X E R  P H O T O S  

¶ M E S S A G E S  F R O M    

T H E  B O A R D  

 

 

Bloomington-Normal  
Jaycees 

PO Box 42 
Bloomington, IL 61702 
bnjaycees@gmail.com 
www.bnjaycees.org 

 
Membership Meetings: 

2nd Wednesday of every 
month  at Central Station 

Cafe in Downtown  
Bloomington - 7pm 

 can-a-thon 2010  
    sunday march 21st 

  

Alicia Whitworth, chair 
 
The Foodshare Can-a-thon is an annual event in which local food 

pantries participate and work collaboratively and then divide up 

the collected food.  Each year we announce to the community that 

they can help the Foodshare Can-a-thon by giving food, money, 

time and/or services.  It is a project that really pulls all of the com-

munity together for a great cause. 

  

This year, the Foodshare Can-a-thon kicks off with a community 

collection day on Sunday, March 21, 2010.  After this date, food 

collection sites at participating Kroger stores, and Curves Twin 

City locations, will continue to take donations through April 3, 

2010.   To make it easy for people to participate, a bag will be 

inserted into The Pantagraph on Friday, March 19, 2010.  This 

bag can be left outside the homeõs front door by 12:00pm (noon) 

on the community collection day, March 21. Volunteers are ex-

pected to arrive around 11 to help set up, and 12 30 if you'd like 

to drive a route. 

  

We really want to see a ton of Jaycees out driving routes and col-

lecting/sorting food that day. It's a really great way to show the 

community the great causes we support and how much passion 

we have for what we do! Tell your friends and family about the 

event and bring prospective members! We'd love to get a few 

recruits out of this as well! It's a great event for an extremely wor-

thy cause - let's knock the totals from previous years out of the 

park. Let's make it our best Canathon yet! 

United States  

J unior  
Chamber  

The  



From the President 
Natalie McKee, 2010 Chapter President 

It has been said that if you donõt know where you come from, you donõt know 

where you are going.  We are all Bloomington-Normal Jaycees but do we know 

where the Jaycees came from?   

The Jaycees were started in 1920 by Henry Giessenbier to provide young people 

with opportunities which they had little or no access to otherwise attain.  In the 

evolution of the organization they chartered clubs nationwide, established a head-

quarters, adopted a creed, expanded to include women as members, changed their 

name several times, started a magazine, and ran national campaigns.  Memberships 

have been held by Presidents, Vice Presidents, Congressmen, Supreme Court jus-

tices, celebrities, athletes, and entrepreneurs.  Effort and monies raised have con-

tributed to national campaigns for medical research, community service support 

programs, and civic services.  

The charter for the Bloomington-Normal Jaycees was issued in June 1935.  This 

year is our 75th anniversary!  Throughout the years, the efforts and monetary dona-

tions that I mentioned above on a national level have been achieved by our chapter 

on a local level to make our community, its residents, and its leaders better, 

stronger, and happier.  To me, that is AMAZING!   

The US Jaycees website states that we provide young people the tools they need to 

build the bridges of success for themselves in the areas of business development, 

management skills, individual training, community service, and international connec-

tions.  You, the membership, have elected an amazing group of individuals to repre-

sent and lead those areas of interest on the Board of Directors this year.  I hope 

you look forward to working with Sara, Troy, Joellyn, Katie, Eric, Meghan, and 

Joanie as much as I do.  Precedence has been set and you know where we have 

come from.  Letõs make 2010 a great year for the Bloomington-Normal Jaycees! 

Natalie McKee, Au.D.    



Twin City Restaurant Week 

Weõre Back! For the second year, participating Restaurants in Bloomington/Normal are 

organizing a Twin City Restaurant Week promotion.  For six days Twin City Restaurant Week 

will feature 5 of the area's restaurants in this bi-annual event:  Baxterõs, Central Station Cafe, 

Lucky Garden, Michaelõs and Swingers Grille.  Participating establishments will offer special three-course price fixe meals for 

$10, $15, and $20 per person (liquor, tax and gratuity not included).   

Select restaurants will also offer lunch discount meal for $5 per person (liquor, tax and gratuity not included).  There are 

no tickets or passes required. Food lovers may simply dine out at as many participating restaurants as they like during 

Twin City Restaurant Week, explore new dining opportunities or enjoy old favorites.  Advance reservations are strongly 

recommended and can be made by calling restaurants directly. 

 

A launch party will take place on February 21st at Baxters American Grille, Bloomington.  Chefs and owners of participat-

ing restaurants along with fellow foodies will help kick off this event.  $10 at the door will help raise funds for Clare 

House our local food pantry for over 31 years.  You will be able to taste samplings of food and wine provided by Bax-

ter's while listening to live music by Lexicon.  Interested in attending RSVP: jillian@twincityrestaurantweek.com 

 

The Clare House is one of Bloomington-Normalõs longest standing and continuous facilities dedicated to 

the care of those in need.  Due to the economic crisis, Clare House serves approximately 200 people 

per week in their food lines.  They also feed 80 people twice per week at their soup kitchen.  On an 

average it takes $30.00 to fill one paper grocery bag of food, so thatõs about $5.00 a day to feed a 

family of three. 

 

Full details are available online at: www.TwinCityRestaurantWeek.com including each participating restau-

rant, level of menu participation and actual menus that will be featured for the week and more infor-

mation about Clare House.  Diners are encouraged to call ahead to make Twin City Restaurant Week 

reservations directly with the restaurant and if possible make monetary donations to Clare House after 

you dine. Diners also have the opportunity for a chance to win 1 week of Dinners. They must register 

to win online at:  www.twincityrestaurantweek.com/join_our_mailing_list 

Jillian Swan, 2010 PR Director  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
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http://www.TwinCityRestaurantWeek.com
http://www.twincityrestaurantweek.com/join_our_mailing_list


Mary Amend 

Age/Birthday:  10/16/85 

Where do you work:  State Farm 

Occupation:  Actuary 

Married?  No 

Children?  No 

Pets?  No 

Where are you from originally?  I was born in Lincoln, NE but moved to Las Vegas when I was 4.  My family 

also lived in Iowa City for a 1 1/2 years when I was a freshman in high school.  We moved back to Vegas 

when I was a sophomore and I finished high school there.  

Where did you attend college?  University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

What was your major?  Actuarial Science   

Why did you join the Jaycees?  I thought it would be a great way to meet new people and become involved in 

the community. 

What are you hoping to learn/experience while you're a member of the Jaycees?  I'd like to feel that I've 

actually made a difference in at least one person's life. Up until now, I've only done service projects that just 

raise money for a cause. I hope to have a direct impact on someone's life. 

Hobbies:  Painting, tennis, bargain shopping, yoga/pilates, cooking 

Favorite movie?  American Psycho 

Favorite book?  A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving 

Favorite music/artist?  Lately I've been listening to the "Exotica/Lounge" channel on Pandora radio. It's basically 

50s and 60s jazz-like something you'd hear on the show Mad Men. 

Favorite restaurant/type of food?  Spanish Tapas or Indian food  

Favorite sport/game?  I'm addicted to college football 

What would people be the most surprised to learn about you? I have an average singing voice, hate acting, and 

stopped taking dance lessons when I was in second grade but my dream is to be a Broadway musical star.  

Ashley Vandermoon 

Age/Birthday: 26 years old (1/27/1984) 

Where do you work: St. James Hospital Pontiac, IL 

Occupation: Physical therapist 

Married? Engaged to Joey Brennan (soon to be member) 

Children? none 

Pets? none (future dog owner) 

Where are you from originally? Bloomington, IL 

Where did you attend college? Eastern Illinois Univ for undergrad degree in 

biology, University of Illinois Chicago for grad school doctorate of physical 

therapy 

Why did you join the Jaycees? To meet new people and become more active 

in the community 

Favorite movie? Dirty Dancing 

Favorite book? Anything by Dan Brown 

 

February Birthdays 
Julie Wazeer 
Laura Livesay 
Molly Stillwell 
Nicole Williams 
Sarah Backstrom-Baker 
Wendy Bill 



 

Melissa-Rae Otterman  

Age/Birthday: 29/Jan 24 

Where do you work:  State Farm 

Occupation:  Tax Supervisor in the Life company 

Married?  Yes--to Nick for 5 years. 

Children?  No 

Pets?  No. After going through 6 Betta fish in under a year, I decided it was better for the 

animal kingdom if I stuck to plants. 

Where are you from originally?  Noblesville, IN 

Where did you attend college?  Ball State 

What was your major?  Accounting & German 

Why did you join the Jaycees?  To do good things in the community & to meet new people. 

What are you hoping to learn/experience while you're a member of the Jaycees?  Have a lot of fun with new friends and 

make a difference 

Hobbies:  Playing music--currently taking piano lessons. Also love to read. 

Favorite movie?  Amelie 

Favorite book?  The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

Favorite music/artist?  Debussy (apparently I like French stuff!) 

Favorite restaurant/type of food? Love seafood, and The Medici makes the best fish in town! 

Favorite sport/game?  Go Colts! 

What would people be the most surprised to learn about you?  I started college as a flute performance major and planned to 

become a professional musician.  Then I switched my major to accounting. Love my job, but I really miss flute! 

Matthew Maloney 

Age/Birthday: 26, July 24th  

Where do you work: State Farm 

Occupation: Specialist, Public Affairs 

Married? No 

Children? No 

Pets? No 

Where are you from originally? Turner, Maine 

Where did you attend college? Tulane University 

What was your major? BSM, Finance, Masters in Accounting 

Why did you join the Jaycees? To give back while having fun and meeting new people 

What are you hoping to learn/experience while you're a member of the Jaycees? Hoping to have an impact on 

the community and enjoy myself along the way. 

Hobbies: Sports, live music, travelling, politics 

Favorite movie? Too many. Dead Poets Society has been a long time favorite. Avatar is a recent favorite.  

Favorite book? Same as movies. Loved The Giver growing up but my current favorite is Zeitoun by Dave Eggers 

Favorite music/artist? Blues and Rock. Greyboy Allstars. Govõt Mule 

Favorite restaurant/type of food? Emerils, Southern comfort food 

Favorite sport/game? Basketball 

What would people be the most surprised to learn about you? I actively supported Ron Paul in 2008  



Scenes from the Past  PresidentÙs Mixer: 

               January 21st @ Entourage Lounge  

January 21st, 2010 @ Entourage Lounge 

Katie Reeter 

 2009 Member  

of the Year 

CONGRATS 

TO: 

Alicia Lawhun 

 2009 Board Member  

of the Year 


